(BRFERIFREBORICHEFT)
Statement
Opening Plenary: 12th UN Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights

27 November, 2023, Geneva
Kimiko Hirata, Climate Integrate

Human right risk/ Climate change risk

We are living in difficult times.

This moment, there are people living in terror, despair, and danger in Gaza, Ukraine, Myanmar and
elsewhere, unable to fulfill their right to live in peace. We now must work for peace and stubbornly

maintain hope.

Climate change is also a profound and urgent crisis. In 2022, over 31 million people were internally

displaced by climate-related disasters. This year, we experienced increasingly worse extreme weather in

many places.

Climate change is robbing people of their health, livelihoods, opportunities for future prosperity, and even

their lives. The effects are particularly devastating for vulnerable and impoverished populations.

If we don’t act now, the destruction of ecosystems will accelerate, economic losses will increase, and
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societies will be increasingly destabilized. This is a crisis for humanity.

Continued fossil fuel dependency

We’ve known for a long time about the consequences of inaction. Despite that, global CO2 emissions have
hit record highs since the COVID pandemic. Subsidies for fossil fuel consumption in 2022 doubled from
the previous year. Coal-fired power generation, the biggest cause of global warming, continues to emit large
amounts of CO2. Some developed countries - including my own — do not even have a coal phase-out
policy. In Japan and in Asia, I’ve been witnessing that fossil fuel industries continue their business as if
climate change was none of their responsibility, and they enjoy massive profits, even after the adoption of

the Paris Agreement in 2015.

These actions driving climate change are clearly violations of human rights.

However, in many cases, it isn’t recognized so.

Every company that mines, refines, transports, burns, consumes, and finances fossil fuels has a
responsibility. So do governments that let them go insufficiently regulated. If we don’t hold them

accountable, there will be no way to protect human rights. This affects us on a grand scale. All of humanity.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2023/11/link-between-humans-and-environment-must-be-preserved
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2023/11/link-between-humans-and-environment-must-be-preserved

Emissions Gap

COP28 to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) begins this week in Dubai. At
the Global Stocktake, Parties must face the non-negotiable physical limits of our planet to keep global
temperature rise to 1.5°C and commit to phase out fossil fuels and shift to renewable energy rapidly and
boldly. In this regard, I thank High Commissioner for your open letter to COP28 calling for human rights to

be put at the centre of all climate decision making, and for a phase out of all fossil fuels.

Human rights and climate change

Absolutely, we need to link climate change and human rights more closely. I note last year’s historic
achievement of the resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on the right to the environment
(“human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment"). All nations must fulfill their obligations to
implement it. It is also important to incorporate climate risk into mandatory human rights due diligence.
Companies should be legally obligated to respect their human rights responsibilities. The proposal for an
EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence to incorporate alignment with the Paris Agreement

is a positive move. [ would like to see this more strengthened and become global practice.

To protect our climate, corporate business plans must be aligned with the 1.5°C goal. “Just transition” for
workers affected by the transition must be promoted. Communities most vulnerable to loss and damage
must be supported. Human rights of people advocating for and taking climate actions must be protected and
ensured freedom of movement, not to be unjustly punished, arrested, or killed, because people power is

needed to make change possible.
Yes, this is a massive challenge. But we must commit to work.
This forum is a special opportunity to have concrete discussions on these matters.

Let’s stand up together, without compromise.

Thank you.


https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/climatechange/statements/2023-11-13-HC-Open-Letter-COP28.pdf
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Human right risk/ Climate change risk
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Continued fossil fuel dependency
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https://www.iea.org/reports/fossil-fuels-consumption-subsidies-2022

Emissions Gap
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Human rights and climate change
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